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Of course any Freudian will assure you that he does not
mean coarse sexuality, but ' psycho-sexuality '—an un-
scientific and logically unjustifiable extension of a concept
over , an area of facts beyond the applicability of sex
terminology* A child's regressive tendency can be designated
an ' incestuous craving for the mother' only figuratively,
just as the primitive mind can express almost anything by
a sexual or any other metaphor, and just as we ourselves
can designate any strong attachment to anything as a
'marriage'. So too with the term '(Edipus complex':
this is merely figurative, a facon de purler, and should never
be mistaken for a scientific term. The word ' incest' has
a definite meaning, and designates a defihite thing, and may
be applied—though only metaphorically—to an adult who
is psychically unable to link up his sexuality with its proper
object. But to apply the same term to a child's difficulties
in the development of consciousness is worse than absurd.
My statement does not deny that pathological sex-
prematurity exists. But such cases are decidedly morbid
exceptions; and nothing can justify the spreading of the
concepts of pathology over the area of normal facts. As it
is not justifiable to call blushing a skin disease, or joy a
maniacal fit, so cruelty is not necessarily sadism, pleasure is
not necessarily lust, and firmness is not necessarily sex-
repression.
In studying the history of the human mind one is impressed
again and again by the fact that the growth of the mind is
the widening of the range of consciousness, and that each
step forward has been a most painful and laborious achieve-
ment. One could almost say that nothing is more hateful
to man than to give up even a particle of his unconsciousness.
Ask those who have tried to introduce a new idea! Man-
even the supposedly mature man—is deeply afraid of the
unknown. The horror novi is one of the most striking elements
of primitive life, and clearly is a normal brake upon
adventuring. Why, then, should not a child hesitate to put its

